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RISK ASSESSMENT        Pond Life (Foundation Stage and KS1) 
Activity/Situation 

General class room use 

Date of Assessment: 
January 2010 

WITH CONTROLS IN PLACE 

A 
WORST CASE OUTCOME 
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LIKELIHOOD /PROBABILITY 
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(A x B) 

1 Fires x x x   5x1=5     x x     5 

2 Slips, trips and falls n side the 
classroom. Wiring, Chairs, tables 

x x x   4x2=8    x   x    8 

3 Hazardous Materials – 

Workshop materials i.e. vinegar, 
bicarbonate of soda 

x x x   2x2=4  x     x    4 

4 Toilet use. x x x   1x1=1 x     X     1 
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g THESE CONTROL MEASURES ARE TO BE IN PLACE.  LEADING TEACHER TO ENSURE ACCOMPANYING STAFF AND ADULTS ARE 
CLEARLY BRIEFED, BEFORE THE START OF THE ACTIVITY REGARDING THEIR SUPERVISORY ROLE  + ACTION TO TAKE IF ANY 

PROBLEMS OCCUR 

Is additional 
action req’d 

Yes / No 
1 5 Safety talk given at the start of the workshop. Fire exits and meeting points are explained the visiting staff and pupils  No 

2 
8 Most of the time pupils will be sitting at there tables during the workshop. But sometimes when pupils are moving around the room i.e. for Demos, carrying 

out activities, during lunch.  Ask students to not run in the class and be aware of tables and chairs that may be sticking out. 
No 

3 
4 Hazardous materials in the classroom such as vinegar and bicarbonate of soda. Is kept inside the workshop boxes. And is only handled by me or the visiting 

staff. Children will not have direct access to these materials. 
No 

10 
1 The toilets are separated into adult and students. At the beginning of each workshop toilet procedures are explain. And very young children (year 3 and 

under), visiting stuff are usually asked to accompany students. 
No 
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Activity/Situation 

Pond Dipping  

Date of Assessment: 
January 2010 

WITH CONTROLS IN PLACE 

A 
WORST CASE OUTCOME 

B 
LIKELIHOOD /PROBABILITY 
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RATING    
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CONTROLS  
IN PLACE 

 

HAZARDS IDENTIFIED 
Grouped by Outcomes 

PERSONS AT RISK  
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(A x B) 

1 Slips, trips and falls – walking to site x x x   4x2=8    x   x    8 

2 Slips, trips and falls – doing activity 

Falling into pond 
x x x   5x1=5     x x     5 

3 Hazardous Substances – 

Weils disease 
x x x   5x1=5     x x     5 

4 Manual Handling  

Carrying equipment 
x x x   4x2=8    x   x    8 

5 Weather – Extreme cold     x 5x1=5     x x     5 

6 Weather – Extreme sun/ hot     x 5X1=5     x x     5 
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THESE CONTROL MEASURES ARE TO BE IN PLACE.  LEADING TEACHER TO ENSURE ACCOMPANYING STAFF AND ADULTS ARE 
CLEARLY BRIEFED, BEFORE THE START OF THE ACTIVITY REGARDING THEIR SUPERVISORY ROLE  + ACTION TO TAKE IF ANY 

PROBLEMS OCCUR 

Is 
additional 

action 
req’d 

Yes / No 
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1 8 Safety talk given previous to leaving by teacher. Staying in pairs along path. No running.  Suitable footwear worn.  No 
 

2 
5 Safety talk given previous to activity. Groups no large than five pupils.  Only one pupil allowed dipping at a time.  

 Pupils supervised at all times. Mobile phone carried. No running. 

No 

3 
5 Wash hands at end of session.  No eating or drinking during activity. No 

4 5 Pupils shown how to use and carry pond nets.  Pupils supervised at all times. All pond trays are to be bought in by the visiting staff or myself.  No 

5 
5 Pupils to be told to bring appropriate clothing; waterproof and extra layers.  Teacher needs to monitor weather conditions.  Play warming games if necessary No 

6 
5 Pupils to be told to bring sun cream, sun hats and bottled water.  Teacher needs to monitor weather conditions.  Shade should be sort to work in where appropriate.  No 

    

  

This pro forma does not replace school policy risk assessments.  This can be used for guidance only.  Site must be visited and 
assessed by teacher leading activity. 

 

 Teachers/ group leaders before taking a group should: 
 

1. Re-read school own ‘off-site’ policy         

2. Carry a mobile that has reception at the site   

3. Carry telephone numbers for the school office where pupil details are stored   

4. Carry a basic first aid kit 

5. Check the adult: pupil ratio is correct 

6. Carry an up-to-date register 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 


